LETTER TEMPLATE – FOR YOUR LOCAL MSP
 
Use the template below to send an email to your local MSP.
Find your local MSP and write to them here: www.writetothem.com  
Remember to add your name and the MSPs name to the below.
 
 
 
Dear [MSP NAME],
As a supporter of the deaf community in Scotland, I am writing to express my deep concern about the removal of specialist deaf services in Edinburgh and the impact this is having on deaf people across the city.
Over the past 18 months, City of Edinburgh Council has withdrawn funding for three vital services previously delivered by Deaf Action: the Deaf Social Worker, the Specialist Equipment Service and the Community Care Assistant Service. These services provided deaf-led, BSL-accessible support that many deaf people relied on to stay safe, independent and connected.
The removal of these services puts deaf people at risk of increased isolation, communication barriers and reduced access to health and social care. Deaf people are now being directed to generic services that do not provide British Sign Language or deaf cultural understanding, which makes it harder for them to get the support they need.
These decisions are particularly concerning given the commitment of the BSL (Scotland) Act to improve access to services for BSL users and to make Scotland the best place in the world for deaf people to live, work, visit and learn. How can we have a clear commitment to equality for the deaf community, while at the same time allowing specialist deaf services in Scotland’s capital city to be removed?
I urge you to raise these concerns and support calls for the reinstatement of specialist deaf services in Edinburgh, or for equivalent deaf-led support to be put in place. Deaf people deserve services that understand their language, culture and needs.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.
[YOUR NAME]
