LETTER TEMPLATE – FOR CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL
Use the template below to send an email to your City of Edinburgh Councillor.
Find your local councillor and write to them here: www.writetothem.com  
Remember to add your name and the councillor’s name to the below.

Dear Cllr [NAME]
I am writing as a supporter of the deaf community in Edinburgh to express my deep concern about the removal of specialist deaf services in Edinburgh and the impact this is having on deaf people across the city.
Over the past 18 months, funding has been withdrawn for three specialist services previously delivered by Deaf Action: the Deaf Social Worker, the Specialist Equipment Service and the Community Care Assistant Service. Together, these services provided deaf-led, BSL-accessible support that many deaf people relied on in their daily lives.
The removal of these services has left deaf people being directed to generic services that do not provide British Sign Language or deaf cultural understanding. This creates barriers to access, increases isolation, and raises serious concerns about communication, safety and equality. For many deaf people, these specialist services were the only accessible route to support.
It is deeply concerning that these cuts are happening in Scotland’s capital city, particularly at a time when there is a clear commitment to improving access and equality for deaf BSL users. Removing specialist deaf services feels at odds with those commitments and with the lived reality of deaf people in Edinburgh.
I urge City of Edinburgh Council to reconsider these decisions, to review the impact of the cuts on the deaf community, and to work with Deaf Action and the deaf community to ensure appropriate, accessible support is in place.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and consider these concerns.
[YOUR NAME]
